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1. The normal pre-war output of the Pirmasens shoe industry was 
approximately $.0060,00C pairs of leather shoes per month. In 
July 1947, that output was down te about 240,000 pairs, which 
has remained the average monthly output for several months. For 
the most part the production decrease is due to tie combination 
of raw material shortares and the 1946-1947 dismantlings of 
uedern American machinery. At present 2,000,000 pairs ef shoes 
are stored in Pirmasens, blocked by French orders. 


2. Formerly Pirmasens received leather [rom the largest European 
tanner of calfakins, the Heyl Company of Worms, Recently, how- 
ever, Pirmasens nas been reduced to utilizing whatever rew 
materials were available in the French Zone. Meysohn & 
Heumach, a Piruasens firm, for instance, is produging small 
quantities of shoes and sandals from a synthetic material 
called iselit, a by-product of buna at IG Farben,. Ludwigshafen. 
Up to dJarnuery 1947, the daily production of igelit was sufficient 
for 10,000 pairs of shoes. The buna production at IG Farben 
cdropped sharply after January as a direct result of the coal 
shortage. The Importance of this source of supply 1s now 
negligible. 7 


3. Principal purchasers of Pirmasens shoes are Frence, Affrica, 
Switzerland, and the Gernan bleck market. Oficomex handies ali. 
export snipment orders. It 13a Imown that large tut unimown 
quantities of shces £4i6w into blackmearket chunr.els. For 
instance, at the raliwuy station of the small town of Infelheim 
between Vaing and Bingen, 25,000 railroad tickets to Pirmasens 
were sold in the three-month period from May through July 1947. 
The explanation is that Ineelheim is a fruit-growing region, 
and Curing the past summer tro small baskets of fruit bough] 
vne pair of shoes. Tcument Is hereby regraded to 

—iAt in accordance with the 

ater 1978 from the 

giligence to the 


Director cf Centra: 


CLASSIFICATION ‘Simoni al, 
Archivist of tha United 


Document No, 4 


a 5 


Date 
Approved Forn® 
NOV & 1947 


‘Nicencceaniti 25x1A29 


Approved For Releaset980/09/682 CHR OPEL -00457R001000670005-6 


ee SAY CRA 


Two instances of French policy are noteworthy : 


a. Starting in January 1947, action was begun by order of the 
French authorities to consolidate the approximetely 350 
Pirmasens shoe enterprises into 150, ostensibly to save 
electric power and to set free manpower for use in other 
industries. This adrinistrative and economic cor:centration 
was to have been completed by 1 October 1947. The 350 
aiterprises concerned were of all sizes, ranging from 1200 
workers and employees at the Rheinberger firm down to small 
stops employing only two persons. 


b. he Pirvwasens firm Theysohn & Eeumack: applied for and 
received pormisslon to buy a Large tract of land on which 
to bulid a factory for the manufseture of ‘welit shoes and 
sandals. Subsequently, the firme was requested to sell its 
production patents to Preneh interests. It refused, and. 
permission to buy the land in question was trereupon withdrawn. 


Source states thet on the German warket Pirmasens is not in a 
position to co: pete with shoe industries in the British (“emn- 
elskirchen) and Anerican (Hanau, Offenbach, NUrnberg) Zones, 
and that this is due to the following factors: 

a. Disrmar.tling of modern machinery. 


b. Disproportionately high production costs resulting from 
inefficient utilization of the means of production. 


co. Oerared workers ! 


it is not anticipated that tne pirm.sens shoe industry will be 
able to compete in the world market for some time to come 
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